
For since in thc wisdom of Cod the
world through its wisdom did not come
to know Cod, Cod was well-pleased
through the foolishness of the message
preached to save those who be/ieve...but
we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a
stumbling block, and to Centiles
foolishness," I Corinthians 1:21 ,23.

Today we will examine the foolishness
of the message. What is so foolish about
the message of Christ crucified? This is
one of the great mysteries of Cod, and
His Spirit is revealing the truth to His
disciples. Anyone who has ears to hear.

The cross of Jesus Christ is the most
pivotal event in human history, and yet
the message of the cross is veiled to most
people who call themselves Christian. The
message of the cross is foolishness even
to those who profess belief in it. Men
scoff when told they must go the way of
the cross in order to be saved. The
teachings of Jesus Christ are regarded as a
simplistic, idealistic philosophy of life that
is impossible to actually be lived out in
today's complex society. Jesus said in
Luke 14:27, "Whoever does not carry his
own cross and come after me cannot be
my disciple." After thirty years of going

to church and being involved in religious
activities and even mission work, I realiz-
ed that I had never been the way of the
cross; in fact, I had never even heard the
message of the crossl l'm convinced that
most professing believers have never
heard it either.

What is the Cross? What is the purpose
of the cross? What does it mean to preach
Christ crucified? Let's begin to search the
Word of Cod and find out the truth about

the cross of Christ. But first, Iet's establish
the obvious:

We know Jesus Christ died on a
cross for us.
We know Jesus Christ was the only
acceptable sacrifice for our sins.
We know Jesus' blood paid the
penalty not only for our sins, but
for the sins of the whole world.
We know that Jesus arose from the
dead on the third day and He is,
right now, seated at the right hand

of the Father in Heaven.
We know we are to preach about
Christ's life, His suffering, His
death, and His resurrection.

But there is much more!
Why did Cod say His people would

stumble over the cross? Why is it such a
stumbling block to them? Why is it
nothing but foolishness to the people that
do not believe? Obviously that is not a
description of today's gospel, a gospel
that has been neatly packaged and is
presented smoothly and nonoffensively by
men and women who have been trained

to share it in the same manner used by
the world's most successful salesmen, as
if salvation were a ware to be merchan-
dised. Today it is a simple thing to follow
Christ: "Simply recognize that you are a
sinner, admit it, and be remorseful over it,
knowing that the wages of sin is death
and all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of Cod. But Cod is not willing that
any should perish, but that all should be
saved; He loved the world so much that
He sent His own Son, Jesus, to die on a
cruel cross for us, and whoever believes
in Him shall be saved. Now, if you will
believe that Jesus came to this earth, lived
a perfect, sinless life, died on a cross, and

The covenant of
God being fulfilled'
in our lives is con-
tingent upon our
always carrying
about in our bodies
His death.



was raised from the dead on the third
day, you can be saved and will spend
eternity in heaven with God. Now, just
pray this prayer with me and ask Jesus to
come into your heart to save you. All of
your sins, past, present and future are
now forgiven." What a deal! lt all seems
so easy...fOO EASY! And yet, with very lit-
tle variation, that is the gospel proclaimed
by the church today.

Jesus never taught the gospel in that
manner! The gospel He preached had
demands. The gospel Jesus preached was
difficult; in fact, in John 6:60, "Many
therefore of His disciples, when they
heard this said, 'This is a difficuh state-
ment, who can /isten to it?"' ln verse 66,
"As a result of this many of His disciples
withdrew and were not walking with Him
anymore." ln Luke 13:24, Jesus was say-
ing to His followers, "Strive ta enter by
the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will
seek to enter and will not be able." Why
was the gospel Jesus preached so difficult,
and the gospel of today is so easy? Could
it be the cross? Do we really know the
message of the cross? Do we really know
what it means to preach Jesus Christ, and
him crucified? ln Mark 8:34 Jesus said, "lf
anyone wishes to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow me?" What cross is Jesus talking
about? How were the disciples to know
what He was talking about since this was
nearly three years before He went to
Calvary? Just what is the cross?

The cross is death.
The cross is being crucified to this
world and the things of this world.
The cross is dying to all those
fleshly desires (see Cal. 5:19-21)
that control the people of this
world.
The cross is the work of the Holy
Spirit in your life.

The apostle Paul said in Calatians 6:14,
"But may it never be that I should boast,
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, through which the world has been
crucified to me, and I to the world." \Nhy
did Cod say that His people would stum-
ble over the cross? Why is it such a
stumbling block to them? Because in their
hearts they are saying, "l already know
the Lord. Why do I need to go the way of
the cross? I am already saved, I am going
to spend eternity with Cod. Why do I
need to lay my life down and walk the
crucified life? I work in the church all the
time, why do I need to deny myself and
forsake this world? I made my decision
fourteen years ago, why do I have to give
up these fleshly manifestations of anger,
greed, bitterness, and jealousy. I accepted
Jesus as my Savior, who said I have to die
to myself?" This is the response of
someone stumbling over the stumbling
stone. We must recognize that Cod in-
tended for the crucified life to be a
stumbling block. All who refuse to carry
the cross (walk a life of death and self-

denial) will stumble over the cross even
though they profess belief in it. They will
not deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow Jesus, and they think it is
foolishness to preach that one must.

What does Jesus mean by denying
yourself? To deny yourself means giving
up the right to fulfill your natural, carnal
desires! lt means to deny yourself the
right to be angry, selfish, selfishly ambi-
tiousl to deny yourself the right to lust,
immorality, greed, criticism; it means to
deny all the lusts of the flesh from
manifesting in your life. lf we do not lay
these deeds of the flesh down, we cannot
become a new creation and be born
again into the image of God. Denying
your flesh is building your house on the
proper foundation of which Paul spoke in

lf a man sets his
desires on this life
and the fleshly
desires of this
world, he forfeits
being a disciple of
fesus AND eternal
life!

I Corinthians 3:10,11 . "According to the
grace of Cod which was given to me, as
a wise master builder I laid a foundation,
and another is building upon it. 8ut /et
each man be careful how he builds upon
it. For no man can lay a foundation other
than the one which is laid, which is /esus
Christ." The foundation of Jesus Christ is
the crucified life. This letter is written
with the hope of laying that foundation.
Some of you will scoff as you read it. You
will say, "That's foolishness, I already
know Cod. I'm already a Christian. l'm a
child of Cod. Why do I have to go the
way of the cross?" lf that is the attitude of
your heart, you just stumbled over the
stumbling stone.

Let's once again look at Mark B:34, 35.
Jesus said, "lf anyone wlshes to come
after Me, let him deny himself and take
up hls cross and follow Me. For whoever
wishes to save his life shall lose it; but
whoever /oses his life for My sake and
the gospel's shall find it." The cross Jesus
was speaking of was His daily death to
His own desires to carry out only the will
of the Father. Jesus was saying to those
disciples that they must lay down their
lives daily, just as He did, and carry the

cross of death to their own desires, other-
wise, they could not be His disciples. lf a
man sets his desires on this life and the
fleshly desires of this world, he forfeits
being a disciple of Jesus Christ and eter-
nal life with Cod. However, if a man will
die to this world (carry his cross) and the
fleshly desires of it, he will find eternal
life in the world to come.

The crucified life is accomplished by
obeying the commands of Jesus Christ.
The teachings of Jesus, when obeyed, will
carve away the old, selfish nature and
change us into the image of Jesus. Many
people, when they hear this, respond by
saying, "Surely you do not expect us to
obey all the commands of Jesus. Why,
that is impossible! Jesus did not really ex-
pect anyone to try to keep those com-
mandments; that was only for His twelve
disciples. After all, we are only human,
men of flesh;" and they stumble over the
stumbling stone.

Would Jesus command us to do
something and not give us the means to
do it? Did He really expect us to keep
His commandments? What does the Word
of Cod say? ln John 14:23,24 Jesus said,
"lf anyone loves Me, he will keep My
word; and My Father will love him, and
We will come to him, and make Our
abode with him. He who does not love
Me does not keep My words, and the
word which you hear is not Mine, but the
Father's who sent me." ln John 15:10, He
says, "lf you keep My commandments
you will abide in My love; just as I have
kept my Father's commandments, and
abide in His love." John, the disciple,
says in I John 2:3, 4, "And by this we
know that we have come to know Him, if
we keep His commandments. fhe one
who says, 'l have come to know Him'
and does not keep His commandments, is
a liar, and the truth is not in him." lt is
very clear that Cod does expect us to
keep the commands of Jesus Christ. Our
obedience to the commands of Jesus
prove that He is our Lord. Jesus said in
Luke 6:46, "And why do you call Me,
'Lerd, Lord' and do not do what I say?"
Obviously He is not Lord, if you don't
obey Him.

DO YOU KNOW CHRIST AND
THE CROSS ACCORDING TO
THE FLESH, OR THE SPIRIT?

Paul explained in ll Corinthians 5:16,
"Therefore from now on we recognize
no man according to the flesh; even
though we have known Christ according
to the flesh, yet now we know Him
thus no longer." Today, the church
knows Christ ONLY according to the
flesh. ln today's church, the physical
(flesh) life and ministry of Jesus is pro-
claimed rn great detail; His miraculous
birth, the miracles and healings He per-
formed, and His death and resurrection
are dramatically portrayed in the many



musical productions performed in chur-
ches each year. Preachers are skilled in
the art of persuasive speech, painting
graphic pictures with words and enticing
the hearts and emotions of men and
women with true, hislorical accounts of
the life and death of Jesus Christ. True
words about Jesus will not change
peoples' Iives. True words about the cross
will not set people free from sin. True
words bring faith in the wisdom of man
and they develop reason and logic; then
people, trusting in facts without changed
lives, remain lost and destined for hell.

ls the truth of the cross working in your
life or is your faith resting on facts about
the cross? ls the cross working in you and
changing your life? ls your faith resting on
the wisdom of man or the power of God?
Paul said in I Corinthians 2:1-5, "And
when I came to you, brethren, I did not
come with superiority of speech or of
wisdom, proclaiming to you the
testimony of Cod. For I determined to
know nothing among you except Jesus
Christ, and Him qucified (Paul in ll Cor-
inthians 5:16 that we were to no longer
know Jesus after the flesh; do you think
he is talking about knowing Jesus Christ
and Him crucified, after the flesh?) And /
was with you in weakness and in fear
and in much trembling. And my message
and my preaching were not in persuasive
words of wisdom, but in demonstration of
the Spirit of of power, that your faith
should not rest on the wisdom of men,
but on the power of Cod." What kind of
demonstration of Cod's power? ls it possi-
ble that the demonstration of the power
of Cod Paul was speaking of was the
demonstration of a crucified life, his own
life? A demonstration of a man walking
out the gospel of Jesus Christ?

lf our faith is to rest on the power of
Cod, the power of Cod to do what? ln
writing to the Calatians, Paul sternly
rebuked them saying in Calatians 3:1,
"You foolish Calatians, who has bewitch-
ed you, before whose eyes /esus Christ
was publicly portrayed as crucified?"
How did they see Jesus publicly portrayed
as crucified?" Through the words of Paul?
No! They saw Jesus crucified in Paul's Iife
as he was "always carrying about in the
body the dying of Jesus, that the life of
Jesus also may be manifested in our
body." (ll Corinthians 4:10)

When a man no longer recognizes Jesus
according to the flesh, but according to
the spirit a change takes place in his Iife,
sin is cleansed and removed, and his life
becomes a manifestation of Christ. Paul
explains in ll Corinthians 5:'l 7, "Therefore
if any man is in Christ, he is a new
creature; the old things (sinful deeds)
passed away; behold, new things have
come." Have the "old things" been
removed from your life? Has anger passed
away? Has pride been removed from your
heart? Are you still a slave of lust? ls your
life driven by selfish ambition? Your Bible

says that if you are in Christ, the old
things have passed away. Don't let well-
meaning people "bewitch you" as the
Galatians had been bewitched, by telling
you to ignore the "old things" that are
still in your life, because they are "under
the blood," and cause you to die in your
sin while the Holy Spirit is trying to ex-
pose and remove these sins from your
life. Paul said in Philippians 3:17-1 9,
"Brethren, ioin in following in my exam-
ple, and observe those who walk
according to the pattern you have in us.
For* many walk, of whom I have often
told you, and now tell you even weeping,
that they are enemles of the cross of
Christ, whose end is destruction, whose
god is their appetite (flesh), and whose
glory is their shame, who set their minds
on earthly things." These are people who
profess belief in the cross and yet are
enemies of the cross! Why? Their minds
are set on earthly, fleshly things, and they
justify the presence of sin in their life and
encourage others to follow in their
example.

ls bitterness still a part of your life?
What about strife and jealousy? lf you
have been the way of the cross, these
"old things" have passed away; "But if
you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambi-
tion in your hean, do not be arrogant and
so lie against the truth (by saying your
sins have been forgiven and cleansed).
This wisdom is not that which comes
down from above, but it is earthly,
natural, and demonic. For where jealousy
and selfish ambition exist, there is
disorder and every evi/ thing." (ames
3:14-16) How can a person who has
become a new creation, and is being led
by the Holy Spirit of Cod continue to
walk in the desires of the flesh. This is
only possible if that person has a false
peace and is deceived about his relation-
ship with God.

Paul warns us in Ephesians 4:30, 31,
"Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of Cod, by
whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath
and anger and clamor and slander be put
away from you, along with all malice." lf
we continue to walk in the former sins
after having made Jesus Christ our Lord,
we grieve the Holy Spirit of Cod. Are the
former sins still being manifested in your
lile? "But if while seeking to be justified
in Christ, we ourselves have also been
found sinners, is Christ then a minister of
sin? May it never be! For if I rebuild what
I once destroyed (go back to my former
sin), / prove myself to be a transgressor."
Calatians 2:17, 18. Paul went on to say,
"l have been crucified with Christ; and it
is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in
me; and the life which I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of Cod,
who loved me and delivered Himself up
for me. I do not nullify the grace of
Cod." (Calati ans 2:20,21). lf we continue
in sin while professing to be "new crea-

tions," is it Christ who is manifesting this
sin through us? lf we go on living in our
sins and walking after the flesh while pro-
fessing to be "in Him," we are liars and
we nullify the grace of Cod. John says in
I John 1:6, "lf we say that we have
fellowship with Him and yet walk in the
darkness, we lie and do not practice the
truth." ln Titus 2:11, 12, Paul says, "For
the grace of Cod has appeared, bringing
salvation to all men, instructing us to
deny ungodliness and worldly desires and
to /ive sensibly, righteously and godly in
the present age." Cod's grace gives us
the power to live righteously and godly
right NOW! lf we have truly been
crucified with Christ (been the way of the
cross), and it is no longer us who lives
but Christ who lives in us, then why is
the sin still with us? Paul, once again,
warns us in ll Corinthians 6:1, "...we also
urge you not to receive the grace of Cod
in vain..." His grace has already given us
all that we need to live righteously and
godly in the present age. Have you
received Cod's grace in vain?

I know all the arguments against this
teaching: "Well, nobody's perfect."
"Have you ever met anyone that doesn't
sin?" "ls the writer of this letter sinless?"
Certainly not! But the Word of Cod says
that the Holy Spirit is working to remove
all sin out of our lives and as we obey
the truth, we will be set free from sin. As
the writer of Hebrews said, "For if we go
on sinning willfully after receiving the
knowledge of the truth, there no longer
remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain
terrifying expectation of judgement, and
the fury of a fire which will consume the
adversaries. How much severer punish-
ment do you think he will deserve who
has trampled under foot the Son of Cod,
and has regarded as unclean the blood of
the covenant by which he was sanctified,
and has insuhed the Spirit of grace?"
Hebrews 1O:26,27,29.|t we go back to
our sin or continue in our sin, we regard
His blood as unable to cleanse us and we
then insult the Spirit of Cod, because His
grace is working to remove that sin out of
our lives. I hope you are beginning to see
sin from God's point of view. Crace is
Cod doing the impossible in our lives
and leading us, by the Holy Spirit to over-
come the sin. This is carrying about in
our bodies the dying of Jesus in order that
the life of Jesus may be manifested in our
mortal bodies. This is the cross, the
crucified life, this is knowing Jesus after
the spirit.

The covenant of Cod being fulfilled in
our lives is contingent upon our always
carrying about in our bodies His death.
The writer of Hebrews says in Hebrews
9:16, 17, "For where a covenant is, there
must of necessity be the death of the one
who made it. For a covenant is valid only
when men are dead, for it is never in
force while the one who made it lives."



This walk of following after Jesus is a
walk of death. Jesus was willing to die to
all He was and come and die for us.
Now we must die to all we are and enter
into this covenant by giving up all of our
rights to this wor!"I and taking on His im-
age and likeness, We must walk the same
walk of death he walked in order to
become a partaker of His life. We must
let the death of Jesus take place in our
lives. "Or do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ lesus
have been baptized into His death," Ro-
mand 6:3. Which death is Paul speaking
of here, the physical death on the cross?
No! ln verse 10 he says, "Foi'the death
that He died, He died to sin, once for
all..." The death that we are to be baptiz-
ed into is the very same death, the death
to sin. Paul continues in verse 4:
"Therefore we have been buried with
Him through baptism into death, in order
that as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, so we too
might walk in newness of /ife (dead to
sin). For if we have become united with
Him in the likeness of His death (to sin),
certainly we shall be also in the /ikeness
of His resurrection, knowing this, that our
old self was crucified with Him, that our
body of sin might be done away with
that we should no longer be slaves to sin;
for he who has died to sin is freed from
sin." lsn't this clear? This is the message
of the cross that is a stumbling stone to
Jews (those who profess to be the people
of Cod), and is foolishness to Centiles
(the world, the unbelieving). Paul says,
"...that our body of sin might be done
away with that we should no longer be
s/aves to sin." How does Jesus describe a
slave of sin? ln John 8:34 Jesus said, "Tru-
Iy, truly, I say to you, evetyone who com-
mits sin is the s/ave of sin." That is the
death we are supposed to die. That is the
work of the cross in your life, the death
to sin. ln Romans 6:8 Paul continues,
"Now if we have died with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with Him."
lf this death, the work of the cross, is not
carried out in your life, then you will not
inherit eternal life. ln Romans 6:12, 13
Paul continues, "Therefore do not let sin
reign in your mortal body that you should
obey its lusts, and do not go on presen-
ting the members of your body to sin as
instruments of unrighteousness; but pre-
sent yourselves to Cod as those alive

from the dead, and your members as in-
struments of righteousness to Cod."

Cod called us for the purpose of
becoming a partaker of His cross so we
could then become a partaker of His life.
We lay our lives down in every cir-
cumstance and let the life of Jesus
manifest through us and thus we are be-
ing changed into the likeness and image
of Jesus Christ. ln Romans 8:29 Paul says,

"For whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to become conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the
first-born among many brethren." lt has
been predetermined from before the foun-
dation of the world that we must be
changed back into the image of Cod
before we can spend eternity with Cod,
That is the message of the cross, being
changed, transformed, reborn. This walk
of death and carrying the cross is a walk
of suffering and selfdenial. Peter said in I

Peter 4:.1 , 2, "Therefore, since Christ has
suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also
with the same purpose, because he who
has suffered in the flesh has ceased from
sin, so as to /ive the rest of the time in
the flesh no longer for the lusts of men,
but for the will of Cod."

It is His responsibility to bring it to pass
in your life, and He will if you will sub-
mit to His Word and His Spirit. "For I am
confident of this very thing, that He who
began a good work in you will perfect it
until the day of Christ Jesus." Philippians
1:6. "Faithful is He who calls you, an!
He also will bring it to pass." I Thessalo-
nians 5:24.

Cod showed the children of lsrael the
cross in the wilderness many times, but
they didn't want to go that way. They
stumbled over the stumbling stone many
times. While Joshua and the warriors
were fighting in the valley, Moses went
up on the hill (a type of Calvary) and he
stretched out his hands (a type of the
cross), and as long as his hands were
outstretched the children of lsrael prevail-
ed. When his hands were lowered,
Amalek (the enemy, the flesh) prevailed.
ln every spiritual battle we face against
our flesh, when we stretch out our hands
and crucify self, we too will prevail over
the flesh. But just as the children of lsrael,
if we refuse to carry the cross in our own
life, the flesh will prevail over us.

Paul said in Colossians 1:21-23, "And
although you were formerly alienated and
hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,
yet He has now reconciled you in His
fleshly body through death (through your
carrying about in your fleshly body the
death of Jesus, ll Corinthians 4:10, 11), in
order to present you before Him holy and
b/ame/ess and beyond reproach (without
any sin) - if indeed you continue in the
faith, firmly estab/ished and steadfast, and
not moved away from the hope of the
gospel that you have heard, which was
proclaimed in all creation under
heaven..." God is working through His
Spirit to reconcile us, through death to
our old nature, back into the image of His
Son, Through Jesus' physical death on the
cross, the whole world was reconciled to
Cod, lt was made possible for whosoever
will, to be conformed to His image, But it
is only fulfilled in the lives of those who
will continue in the faith. The old man,
the flesh nature is under the law, but as
we die to the deeds of the flesh, through
the cross in our own life, we fulfill the
law and it can no longer judge us as law-
breakers. ln Galatians 5:18, Paul said,
"But if you are led by the Spirit, you are
not under the law." Of course, if you are
led by the flesh you are still under the
law, and the .ludgement of the law is at
work in your life. This is the condition of
most of the church today. As we look at
the church we see the law bringing con-
demnation and judgement, and yet it is
ignored. My brethren, it is not supposed
to be this way. God has called us to a
better walk and life than that. He said we
would have "abundant life" in Him. "Do
not be deceived, Cod is not mocked; for
whatever a man (including those who call
themselves Christians) sows, this he will
also reap. For the one who sows to his
own flesh shall from the flesh reap cor-
ruption, but the one who sows to the
Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal
life. And /et us not /ose heart in doing
good, for in due time we shall reap (eter-
nal life) if we do not grow weary." Cala-
tians 6:7-9.

I pray you will choose life and be com-
pletely changed into the likeness and im-
age of Jesus Christ. May His grace lead
you to fINISH THE COURSE and ENTER
Hrs RESL AMEN! nE


